New Hampshire Department of Education
Bureau of School Safety and Facility Management
101 Pleasant Street, Concord, NH 03301-3852

Telephone: (603) 271-8049

PLAYGROUND SAFETY SELF INSPECTION CHECKLIST

This self-inspection checklist is recommended for periodic use.
Routine safety checks of outdoor play areas reduce the potential for accidents and injuries.

SCHOOL INFORMATION:

School hame:

Town/City:

SAU #:

School contact:

Title:

Identify each area used by students (e.g., K-play area, back play area):

Age of equipment in each area:

WHAT TO LOOK FOR
(note additional comments below):

RESPONSE

CORRECTIVE ACTION DATE
CORRECTED

Check equipment for cracks, bending,
warps, rust or breakage of any
component

Check for tripping hazards (e.g., exposed
footings, roots, rocks)

Check metal slides, platforms, steps, for
proper shading to prevent burns

Check for loose nuts, bolts and caps or
protruding bolts with sharp edges and/or
no caps

Check play equipment, picnic tables,
wood fencing for splintering wood

Check the chains on swings to see that
they are securely attached and rust free

Monitor sand and play area for animal
feces, poisonous plants, mushrooms

Check tires for pooling water, beehives,
etc.

Check all equipment and buildings for
chipping or peeling paint

Monitor fence for thorny plants or
bushes that may be accessible to
children’s reach
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Check the energy absorptive materials
under/around equipment, rake if
necessary. (6”-12” recommended)

Check play area to ensure it is adequately
protected from motor vehicle traffic

Check for fall exposure. Platforms 30” or
higher (20” for preschoolers) should have
a secure guardrail/barrier

Check equipment/guardrails for head
entrapment. Openings should be less
than 4” or greater than 9”

Additional Comments:

INSPECTION INFORMATION:

Were all outdoor/play areas used by students Date of inspection:
inspected (Y/N)?

Inspector’s name: Inspector’s position:

Inspector’s signature: Signature date:

For a more detailed safety and maintenance checklist and for specific guidelines, see “Public Playground Safety
Handbook” by the National Program for Playground Safety (https://www.cpsc.gov/PageFiles/122149/325.pdf).
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